COMHAIRLE  CHONTAE  LONGFOIRT
LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL


Corporate Affairs,


Aras an Chontae,


LONGFOIRT.

24u Aibreain 2014.
Chuig:   Gach Ball don Chomhairle.

A Chomhairleoir,

Iarrtar ort bheith i láthair ag Cruinniú Míosuil Chomhairle Chontae Longfoirt a tionólfar i Seomra na Comhairle, Aras an Chontae, Longfoirt ar an Déardaoin, 
1u Bealtaine 2014 ag 4.00 p.m chun gnó a dhéanamh d’réir an Chláir thíos.

You are requested to attend the combined April and May Monthly Meetings of Longford County Council to be held in Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford, on Thursday, 1st May 2014 at 4.00 p.m. to transact business, as set out on the Agenda hereunder.
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Mise le meas,

_______________

Anne Lee,

Meetings Administrator.

C L A R


Prayer before Meeting.

1. (a)
Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County 
            Council held on the 19th March 2014  -  copy enclosed.
(b)  
Confirmation of Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County

            Council held on the 9th April 2014  -  copy enclosed.

2. Matters arising from Minutes.
3. Presentation by Catherine McGuigan, Regional Programme Manager, Age Friendly Ireland.
4. To note County Manager’s Orders.   (Summary herewith).

5. To note adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on

19th February 2013  -  copy enclosed.

6.
Economic and Community Development, Corporate, Cultural & Recreational Services, Human Resources, Planning & Building Control.

(a)       Consideration of Planning Applications received since March meeting of the Council.

(b) Consideration of adopted minutes of meeting of Housing & Social Policy, Planning & Building Control Policy Strategic Policy Committee held on the 24th September 2013  -  copy enclosed.
(c) Date for First Annual Meeting of Longford County Council following 2014 Local Elections.

 (d)
Consideration of Draft Annual Report 2013 prepared in 


accordance with Section 221 of Local Government Act 2001.


-  copy enclosed.

          (e)
Consideration of Grants to Community and Voluntary Bodies 2014.
          (f)           Dissolution of County Development Board.

          (g)           Establishment of Local Community Development Committees.

          (h)
Establishment of Local Enterprise Office.
          (i)
To note Community Tourism Diaspora Project.
(j)         Consideration of the provision of short term, refundable, finance to   

facilitate the construction of the Cycle Route along the Royal Canal from Longford Town to Richmond Harbour in Clondra.

 (k)
 Notices of Motions submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder –




Councillor John Browne.
“I ask the Planning Department of Longford County Council to prepare a report on the current retail strategy for Longford Town to confirm that the strategy prohibits large retail development outside the town centre area of Longford and to confirm what changes if any need to be made to the retail strategy or the Development Plan to make sure that any such development cannot obtain planning permission as this would be detrimental to the viable future of the town centre and to existing rate payers and businesses.” 

Councillor Mark Casey.

"I propose that this Council seeks a deputation with the IDA to highlight the growing lack of investment and job opportunities in Longford, which is causing high unemployment, emigration, poverty and depopulation of the county."
7.        Infrastructural, Environmental & Emergency Services.
(a)
Consideration of the Taking in Charge of the Road at the  Templemichael Glebe Industrial Estate, Ballinalee Road, Longford as soon as the specified minimum works to an estimated value of €50,000 have been implemented – report enclosed.
(b)
Consideration of Weight Restriction on L-5167-0 from its junction with the R393 at Cooleeny/Fereghfad to its junction with the N4 at Cooleeny  -  Report enclosed.
(c)
Notices of Motions submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder –

Councillor Frank Kilbride.

“That 10% of the total roads budget be allocated to Local Improvement Schemes in the coming year.”
Councillor Luie McEntire.

“That this Council now allocates the 15% funding from roads allocation towards Local Improvement Schemes as directed by the Minister for Transport or, in the event of a further allocation coming from the Department, that it be used for those schemes as residents on private roads have no other way to carry out repairs to their roads.”

Councillor Micheal Carrigy.

“I call on Longford County Council to allocate 15% of any additional discretionary funding which may come before the end of the year towards Local Improvement Schemes.”
“I call on Longford County Council, in conjunction with Bus Eireann (School Transport Office), to erect safety signage in advance of official school bus parking areas.”

Councillor John Duffy.

“That this Council reintroduces the Local Improvement 
Scheme should more funding become available this year and that this Council passes a motion that it will be policy in 2015 that funding from the discretionary budget be used for this important scheme.  This policy is allowed by the Department and is the case in neighbouring counties.  There are residents in Longford who need this scheme as a matter of urgency to access their homes.”
8.
Finance & Information Systems, Housing & Building.
(a)
To note Public Liability Claims received during March and April 2014 
–  report enclosed.

(b) 
Consideration of disposal of Freehold Interest of property at No. 57, The Demesne, Longford to Mary Clancy in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 

1st April 2014.

(c)    Consideration of the Taking in Charge of the following housing estates  -
   details to follow:-

(i) Barley Gardens, Abbeyshrule, Co. Longford.

(ii) Cnoc na Gaoithe, Lanesboro, Co. Longford.

(iii) An Rath Bheag, Abbeylara, Co. Longford.

(iv) Bó Dearg, Aughadegnan, Longford.


(v) Railway Court, Newtownforbes, Co. Longford.

(vi) Creevaghbeg, Ballymahon, Co. Longford.

(vii) Lios na Gaoithe, Lisryan, Co. Longford.

(viii) Cloverwell, Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford.

(ix) Sliabh Rua, Drumlish, Co. Longford.

(c)      Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Mark Casey.

“I propose that this Council writes to the Department of the Environment seeking clarification on why the funding provided by the people of Longford through the Local Property Tax has not made available to Longford County Council. This money was paid by the people of Longford in the belief that it was to be used for local amenities”. 

9.
General Items.
(a) Notices of Motions submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder  -
Councillor John Duffy.
“The Quinn Group has long been a corner stone of economic prosperity and cultural identity in the northwest of Ireland. It's diversity, along with the synergies and efficiencies achieved by its sheer mass, has always been seen as key to its success.

The appointment of receivers to the group was a huge blow to the region. In spite of assurances given at the time that the group would not be sold off, it is clear that the groups component businesses will be broken up and disposed of.

The recent announcement of the sale of Quinn Roof Tiles to a Belfast company, the announcement of a sales process for the packaging business, the disposal of the fleet and the outsourcing of transport are clear indicators of the ultimate break up of the group and winding down of operations here in the border region.

I feel that keeping the group together and managing it locally is the the only way to insure the maximum return for the group's investors.

In light of the fact that there is currently at least one proposal to consolidate and manage the group locally, I call on the Board of Directors of Aventas Holding Ltd to pause any proposals to sell off or break up any part of the group until such time as all prospects of keeping the group intact and based in the area have been fully explored.”


Councillor Micheal Carrigy.



“I call on the Legal Aid Board to revisit their decision to increase their 

minimum charge from €50.00 to €120.00 for certain instances.”
(b) Correspondence  -  copies enclosed
(i) Correspondence dated 26th March and 15th April 2014 received from Mr. Joseph Ruane, Area Manager, Midlands Region, Health Service Executive regarding queries raised at Special Meeting of Longford County Council and Longford Town Council held on 29th January 2014.
(ii) Letter dated 10th April 2014 received from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport regarding grant funding under the Active Travel Towns Funding Scheme.
(iii) Correspondence dated 16th April 2014 received from the Office of the Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government in relation to the Local Property Tax.
10.

Votes of sympathy.

11.       Conferences and Reports from Conferences:-

          (a)
Consideration of Report from Corporate Policy Group.
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